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Learn how The POWER of We fuels our beliefs.  

A collection of stories that model each of The Mississippi Conference Core Values (tabs shown at 
left); love, generosity, justice and apprenticeship can be found at the links listed below.

LOVE:  Visit www.mississippi-umc.org/pages/detail/1412

GENEROSITY: Visit www.mississippi-umc.org/pages/detail/1413

JUSTICE: Visit www.mississippi-umc.org/pages/detail/1414

APPRENTICESHIP: Visit www.mississippi-umc.org/pages/detail/1415

Your  Connec t ion  to The Miss iss ipp i  Annua l  Conference

The Circuit Rider
Wednesday  |  June 11, 2014

New Conference Structure Passes

Our Values

LOVE

GENEROSITY

JUSTICE

APPRENTICESHIP

T h e  P O W E R  o f  W e

During the 2014 Session of the Mississippi Annual Confer-
ence, Bishop Swanson called for a vocal acceptance of the new 
structure and by vote of yes; the conference structure plan was 
approved by the majority of voting members.

<<See Connecting, page ? for story>>

The mission of the 
Mississippi Annual 
Conference is to make 
disciples of Jesus Christ for 
the transformation of the 
world.

2014 Annual   
Conference Session 
Review
Visit the links below to view or 
download the following:

• 2014-2015 Mississippi Con-
ference Appointments: www.
mississippi-umc.org/pages/
detail/1376

• Special Annual Conference 
Edition of The Circuit Rider: 
www.mississippi-umc.org/
pages/detail/1443

• 2014 Annual Conference 
Photos: www.flickr.com/
photos/119483421@N02/

Share Your News in  
The Circuit Rider
For submission guidelines, visit 
www.mississippi-umc.org/
pages/detail/1418.
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Matthew 28:16-20
New International Version (NIV)
The Great Commission
16 Then the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain where Jesus had told them to go. 17 When they saw him, they worshiped 
him; but some doubted. 18 Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19 There-
fore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 and teach-
ing them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.”

word POWER

Gathering for the session of the annual conference allows us to discover who we are as United Methodists. We 
belong to God. We belong to one another. By the POWER of the Holy Spirit, we are equipped to Live Out the 
POWER of We! 

Thank you for your commitment to participate in holy conferencing, vital worship, and shared mission. Together 
we are more than we are alone. We’ve experienced the presence of God and the gifts of our broader connec-
tion across Mississippi. We have embodied the oneness for which Jesus prays (John 17). Mississippi is a light 
across the United Methodist connection as we practice faithful dialogue and respectful discourse.

The 2014-2015 year is filled with anticipation and possibility as Mississippi practices new ways of structuring 
and framing our shared life. May the POWER of the Holy Spirit embolden us with love, generosity, justice, and 
apprenticeship as we Live Out the POWER of We!

Bishop James E. Swanson Sr.

Bishops On the Move
Mark your calendars to attend events where Bishop James E. Swanson Sr. will be visiting in the upcoming days.

•  June 15, 2014 (Sunday)
Bishop Swanson will preach at Haven’s Chapel United Methodist Church in Meridian at 10:00 a.m.

Mt. Zion United Methodist Church will celebrate the service of three civil rights workers at 3:00 p.m. in Philadelphia, Mississippi. Bishop 
Swanson will give the invocation for this celebration.

Bishop’s Journal

A New Conference Structure
By Rev. Stephen Sparks, Special to The Circuit Rider

Photo right: Bishop James Swanson, Sr. during the State of the Conference ad-
dress on June 6.

Change within any organization is difficult and that it is particularly so within an 
organization that consists of over 1,000 churches and over 179,000 members 
served by over 600 clergy from every corner of the state of Mississippi, from the 
rolling foothills of Appalachia in the Northeast to beaches of the Mississippi Gulf 
Coast. Mississippi United Methodists face a culture that is neither explicitly nor 
implicitly Christian and in some ways, hostile towards Christianity, or perhaps 
worse, totally ambivalent toward the Church today. The annual conference is 
attempting to adapt its processes and structures to its current missional reality 
and align its resources both human and otherwise to do what the annual confer-
ence has always been intended to do, to resource, empower and enable the local 
church to make an ever increasing number of disciples of Jesus Christ that are in 
turn growing up into Christ so that they too may become effective disciple makers.  
To accomplish this task the reorganization creates three areas of organization for the conference-forming spiritual leaders, forming faith 
communities, and connecting the ministries of the local church, districts, annual conference, jurisdiction and the general church.

Connecting
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Focus on the Local Church
Growing the local church by making new disciples for Jesus Christ will be the area that Bishop Swanson believes can be the most 
directly affected by these changes.

“This new structure will provide us with a systematic approach to help us fulfill our Biblical mandate to make disciples. The most produc-
tive way we can make disciples today is by starting new congregations. This is why we need to develop the office of faith forming com-
munities. The people of Mississippi both laity and clergy have a deep desire to fulfill Jesus’ commandment to “...go and make disciples” 
however given the realities of the day and the climate in which we do ministry this has become a very difficult task for the church. It is 
my estimation that within the next five years with the right leadership and resources we could possibly start at least 15 new congrega-
tions that could become fully self-supporting. We currently have  three committees working independently of each other seeking to lead 

us in this direction. What I want is for those three groups to come together under one umbrella 
so that we can better align our resources, our energy and we can learn from each other as to 
how best to impact Mississippi for Christ today and into the future. We cannot afford to do this 
work in a piece meal way. It must be strategic and well planned taking into account the needs of 
the people in the various locales of Mississippi. The new structure will better enhance our ability 
to impact our congregations that worship 75 or less that are currently struggling to stay afloat 
financially because we can work closely with them and their district superintendent to develop 
models that will help them to be more vital.”

To accomplish this, the second area the new structure organizes around is that of developing 
new leaders and increasing the skill sets of current leaders. “[We] want to expand the current 
office of ministerial services to emphasize the need to recruit, train, and develop clergy and lay 
leaders. Mississippi has a growing need for more fruitful and effective leaders and I believe this 
office should take on this role.”

For new churches, restarts, reboots, turnaround, take backs, vital congregations, leading 
congregations and everywhere in between, one of the keys for Methodists has always been the strength of our connection, where we 
are constantly resourcing and learning best practices and creative new or reclaimed ancient approaches from each other. As Swanson 
notes, “If the annual conference exists to equip local churches, we need a way to be in constant contact with our local churches to hear 
from them about the vital ministries that are already going on in their settings so that others can learn from them. But we also need to 
hear about where they are struggling to be faithful to our mission and our core values so I believe that the Vital Congregations Commit-
tee will provide us with a unique way of making that communication easier.”

Any time change is introduced into a system it inevitably creates anxiety.  Swanson and the leadership is asking for our trust, that these 
changes will improve our systems, make an ever increasing number of disciples for Jesus Christ and do so at no budget increase.

“I realize that there are those that doubt that we can deliver this without an increase in the budget. You look at the bottom line and 
challenge us if there is an increase of any kind. It is my hope that we will build a porous structure where all parts will work together in 
synergy and thus increasing efficiency, our creativity and fruitfulness. It is my hope to replicate this on the district level as well. I offer 
it to you in faithfulness to what I believe was and is God’s call on my heart. I also realize that “the new” is always suspect with us. And 
for this reason and because there are other distractions like even the future viability of The United Methodist Church there are some 
that are skeptical at best while others are reluctant to get on board. My response is that even while Jerusalem was falling God told 
his prophet to buy land for the future. You can not stop dreaming and planning for a bounteous harvest because the weather doesn’t 
look right or because of the failures of the past. I hate doing structure work but I went to work on this because I realized that the wrong 
structure can hinder you from fulfilling your dreams. So I offer this to the people of the Mississippi Annual Conference as a way forward 
for us to use to make disciples.”

Photo left: Timothy Crisler, conference lay leader stated that members of the conference are on a clear path together heading towards 
God’s preferred future.

Mississippi Conference Structure and Purpose 
By Rev. Dr. Connie Shelton, Director of Connectional Ministries  
and Communications

Image right: 1Extended Cabinet includes: the Bishop, 11 District Su-
perintendents, the Assistant to the Bishop, the Conference Lay Leader, 
the Director of Connectional Ministries, Director of Forming Spiritual 
Leaders, Director of Forming Faith Communities,  Executive Director of 
the Mississippi United Methodist Foundation and the Director of Finance 
and Administration and Conference Benefits Officer. 

Change can be exciting and unsettling! At the 2014 Session of the Mis-
sissippi Annual Conference, a new structure was proposed for how our 
11 districts and over 1,000 churches can serve well together. “The Mis-
sissippi Annual Conference-empowered by love, generosity, justice and 
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apprenticeship-forms spiritual leaders, faith communities and connections so more disciples of 
Jesus Christ transform the world.” That’s our purpose!  

The most exciting part of the new structure proposal is this: The Holy Spirit and congrega-
tions are at the heart of our new structure. A Vital Congregations Committee made up of 
people from congregations in Mississippi who embody the vitality that comes from the 
POWER of the Holy Spirit will give vision and direction to the annual conference. We 
are focusing on leadership. We all have experienced the gift of great leadership and 
leaders, both lay and clergy, who can inspire, serve and lead our congregations well. 
This new structure will also create a brand new area of ministry called “forming faith 
communities.” This focus will help every local church live into the vitality God’s mission 

invites. We will continue connecting with one another through districts, the annual con-
ference, the Southeastern Jurisdiction and the General Church.  

We are strong when we live into our connection. Thank you for prayerfully considering this 
new structure proposal. Know that we are redistributing existing funds to do this important 

work. This new structure will not increase the budget.   

 To view the video on the structure proposal visit, www.mississippi-umc.org and look for the tab 2014 
Session of the Mississippi Annual Conference.  This new structure will give us the framework of Living Out The 
POWER of We!

Mississippi Conference Launches A Million Meals Goal
By Tamica Smith-Jeuitt, Sr. Communications Specialist

Photo right: Cheyenne Johnson, center, 13, of Monticello UMC, weighs food 
bags during the Stop Hunger Now packing on June 5.

Photo below and left: Delphine Swanson, wife of Bishop Swanson, was all 
smiles as she packed meals for the hunger relief agency, Stop Hunger Now. 
She is spearheading a one million meals goal.

The Mississippi Conference surpassed its goal to pack 100,000 meals 
during the 2014 annual conference session. A total of 102,168 meals were 
packed for Stop Hunger Now by the last worship service. 

Calling all Mississippi United Methodist! That was the message from Delphine 
Swanson in the days leading up to the 2014 annual conference session.  
Swanson, the wife of Bishop James E. Swanson Sr., is leading members in 
a meal packaging campaign to benefit the hunger relief organization, Stop Hun-
ger Now.

“As a family, I am asking our members of all ages to join me.  My goal is for us to pack 100,000 meals during this session and one mil-
lion meals by next year’s annual conference session,” explained Swanson.

The meal packaging events are volunteer-based programs that coordinate the streamlined packaging of highly nutritious dehydrated 
meals comprised of rice, soy, vegetables, flavoring and 21 essential vitamins and minerals. 

With hands and heads covered, groups and individuals of the Mississippi Conference assembled the meals and prayed that the confer-
ence would meet its goals.  Within 30 minutes of the kickoff, volunteers rejoiced when they made the 1,000 meal mark. Still a long way 
from the goal, but encouraging news for 13-year-old Cheyenne Johnson of Monticello UMC. 

“I think it is an amazing opportunity to get meals in homes that really need 
them...you have to have a passion about this and I have it,” she said.

Approximately 40 people gathered for the first hour of packaging. The turn-
out was a prayer answered for Mrs. Swanson, who will be depending on 
the roughly 1,075 Mississippi United Methodist churches to schedule Stop 
Hunger Now packing events at their churches.

“My heart was filled with joy to see so many of our United Methodist 
Church families come together to pack bags of food to help feed hungry 
children and adults around the world. Our conference theme, The POWER 
of We, is fitting for this call to action. Together we can meet this goal and 
Stop Hunger Now,” said Swanson.

The meal packing took place at the Jackson Convention Complex in Jack-
son, Mississippi. 
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The Childs Family

Packaging events scheduled after June 8, 2014, will be counted towards the one million meals campaign. To organize a packaging 
event in your community or local church, contact Matt Casteel at mcasteel@stophungernow.org. Visit the Mississippi Conference 
website, www.mississippi-umc.org for more updates on the one million meals campaign. For more information about Stop Hunger 
Now, visit www.stophungernow.org.

SoSA Drops on Annual Conference
In celebrating mission work during the 2014 annual conference session, over 
2,000 pounds of potatoes were bagged and distributed to food pantries across 
Mississippi.  This was possible thanks to members of the Mississippi An-
nual Conference who participated in the Society of St. Andrew (SoSA) potato 
drop project on Thursday, June 5 at the Jackson Convention Complex.   The 
salvaged produce to SoSA  is often donated by commercial markets or potato 
chip factories. 

The United Methodist Church is a partner of Society of St. Andrew with several 
of its local churches giving their time and monetary gifts through the Advance 
Special to the operation.  Last year, approximately 1,600 Mississippi volunteers 
had a hand in providing around nine million pounds of produce, contributing 
to the 3.2 million pounds of produce that the Society of St. Andrew distributes 
nationwide.

For more information about the Society of St. Andrew, go to http://www.endhunger.org.

Photo right: Members of the conference participate in the Society of St. Andrew potato drop to benefit those in need.

Peace with Justice Sunday June 15
United Methodist News Service (UMNS)

The offering taken during Peace with Justice Sunday on June 15 will allow The United Methodist Church to advocate through a broad 
spectrum of global programs. Peace with Justice Sunday, one of the six churchwide Special Sundays of The United Methodist Church, 
is celebrated on the first Sunday after Pentecost. Dates in coming years are as follows: May 31, 2015 and May 22, 2016.

If your local church needs to celebrate Peace with Justice Sunday on a different, date, that is fine. Don’t let the given dates prohibit the 
church from celebrating Peace with Justice Sunday if there is a time conflict.

The 1980 General Conference created a churchwide Peace with Justice program assigned to the General Board of Church & Society. 
The annual conference keeps 50% of the receipts for Peace with Justice ministries within its boundaries. The remaining 50% is used for 
Peace with Justice ministries related to the General Board of Church & Society.

Each of the ministries that rely on support from the individual offerings contributes collaboratively to the promotion of these six church-
wide Special Sundays.

Mississippi United Methodist congregations are asked to live into the connection by receiving an offering this Sunday for Peace with 
Justice. Funds should be included with the monthly mission shares or can be mailed to the bank lockbox as follows: The MS Annual 
Conference, P.O. Box 1603, Jackson, MS 39215.

Nine Vital Congregations Celebrated 
By Rev. Vickie White, Special to The Circuit Rider

Photo right: Paula Faulks, left and Windy Garrison, right, celebrate with 
percussion instruments during the Friday morning worship service.

The  newly formed Vital Congregations Committee, is a discernment body 
that ensures the ongoing effectiveness and oneness of annual confer-
ence churches, ministries and committees. The committee will recommend 
future directions and/or improvements as determined in part by feedback 
from charge conferences and goal achievements from spiritual leader 
formation, faith community formation and connecting ministries. This body 
is a departure from the Connectional Leadership Team and other governing 
structures in that it seeks to represent the needs and interests of the local 
church in a wide diversity of ministry contexts rather than conference roles. 
The extended cabinet nominates the membership which is comprised of 

Faith Communities
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nine churches, each represented by a pastor and one  member. Once the call is accepted, the congregation recommends a pastor and 
a congregational member with demonstrated leadership ability. Ultimately, members are elected at a session of annual conference. 
There will be an intentional effort to ensure diversity of church size, race/ethnicity, area (north, central, south), gender and age. The 
director of connectional ministries and communications convenes and the bishop and conference lay leader resource this team as non-
voting members.

One of the highlights of the 2014 Session of the Mississippi Annual Conference was the celebration of nine of the conference’s most 
vital congregations.  Listed below are those churches.

• Anderson UMC, Jackson, has “never been afraid of challenges and through our diverse ministry leadership, we are always prayer-
fully embracing innovative ways to spread the Gospel and enhancing each person’s faith walk.” 

• Crystal Springs UMC, Crystal Springs, exists “as a faith community simply because Christ lives in us, works in and through us and 
calls us to love and serve.” 

• Iuka First UMC, Iuka, “is an active, vibrant church that seeks to listen to God’s call and respond with faithful service and generosity.” 

• First UMC, Columbus, at almost 200 years old, continues to be committed to reaching beyond the walls of the church building and 
into the community.” 

• Trinity UMC, Marks, is known for their “presence in the community” through their “outreach ministries in the local jail, nursing home, 
and community center.” 

• The Pointe, Brandon, seven years old and birthed out of Brandon First UMC, is committed to worshippers encountering an environ-
ment of “radical hospitality and accepting love.” 

• Mt. Pleasant UMC, Gulfport, focusing on “the whole person” and not discriminating “based on societal levels,” and addresses “the 
needs of its members and those of the community.” 

• St. Luke UMC, Cleveland, “is diverse in age, race, education, theological standing, and socio-economic background.” St. Luke “is 
open to new and reinvented ministries, and willing to step out of its comfort zone even if the new projects are difficult.” 

• Parkway Heights UMC, Hattiesburg, is committed to being “intentional and relational,” embodies openness, energy, and a spiritual 
momentum that continues to move this congregation forward.”The keynote speaker for the event was Mississippi Sen. John A. Horhn 
and the host was WLBT anchorwoman Katina Rankin.

NEXUS Youth Day 
West Jackson District First Recipient of Swanson Award
By Tamica Smith-Jeuitt, Sr. Communications Specialist 

Photo right: Henderson Rasberry, district superintendent for the West Jackson 
District, stands with Destiny Ford as he receives the Swanson Award for most youth 
taking part in the Youth NEXUS. 

Kudos to the West Jackson District for being the first recipient of the Swanson Award, 
a gift fittingly named after Bishop James E. Swanson, Sr. The district’s superinten-
dent, Henderson Rasberry was presented the award for having the largest total of 
students attending NEXUS Youth Day at the 2014 Session of the Mississippi An-
nual Conference. West Jackson accounted for approximately 110 of the nearly 400 
students that participated.

Mike Howington, the youth and families coordinator for the Mississippi conference 
initiated the idea of the award.

“It was exciting to give out the first annual Swanson Award.  Our hope is for each 
district to accept the challenge of trying to win the award for their superintendent next 
year,” he said.

Middle school and high school aged youth participated in the full day of worship 
that included hearing from singer-songwriter and author Celia Whitler.  She shared that, “My life, my music and my work are all gifts 
from God, and I believe God calls each of us to reach beyond our human existence and to live a life modeled after Christ. Music is my 
means of communicating that calling-reaching beyond words to bring healing, encouragement and joy.”

The melodic pop rock band, Ohio Avenue from Huntsville, Alabama performed several of their songs that had the students “jamming” 
for Jesus, according to Howington.   Known as the band’s driving force, Derrick Williams, makes it a priority to always share the good 
and bad.

Students
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“I’ve always wanted to be honest about life in my music. We all have 
success with defeat, joy with suffering and life with death, but in the 
midst of all this, I have hope in something bigger than myself and or 
this life,” said Williams. 

CONVO is the next event being organized for Mississippi United 
Methodist youth.  It will be July 11-13, 2014, at Seashore Assembly in 
Biloxi. Early bird registration ends June 23. For more information, 
go to www.convomsyp.com.  Persons can also contact Lara Leigh 
Ward for details at 228.436.6767 or seashoreassembly@gmail.
com.

Photo left: A small group of youth representing the nearly 400 at-
tendees of NEXUS Youth Day 2014.

Tips for UM Students in  
a Competitive Job Market  
By Natalie Bannon, United Methodist Communications (UMCOM)   

What to do after college?
5 tips for students in a competitive job market

With the job market at a competitive level, it’s important for students to find creative ways to prepare for the real world. So, after you’ve 
shed the cap and gown, what’s next?

“Career centers at United Methodist-related colleges and universities can help pave the road ahead for a smoother journey,” said 
Gerald D. Lord, associate general secretary in the division of Higher Education of the General Board of Higher Education and Ministry. 
“No matter where a student is in the process of career preparation, our institutions are equipped to train and guide them for the next 
step--even in this tough economy.”

We talked to Otterbein University’s (www.otterbein.edu/) director of the Center for Career and Professional Development, Ryan Brech-
bill, to get the top five tips needed for career-prep.

1. Get outside the classroom.
A degree with outstanding transcripts is not enough. Employers are looking for personnel who have hands-on training. “It is imperative 
for students to complete internships to show employers that they can grasp the classroom concepts,” said Ryan. “It’s evidence that they 
can put those theories into the workplace.” So, how do you find internships? Look at internship posts, target organizations that interest 
you and, most importantly...

2. Network.
United Methodist-related colleges and universities, like Otterbein, have strong networks of alumni that are still connected with the cam-
pus. Current students are encouraged to connect with the 2,200 members on the school’s LinkedIn group. Don’t be intimidated. “We 
coach students in how to reach out to alumni they don’t know,” says Ryan. “We give them guidance and confidence in that process. 
After students do it the first time, and get a response, they get more confidence.”

3. Weigh your options.
Should you apply for grad school or jump straight into the workforce? Don’t just enroll because you’ve had a great undergrad experi-
ence and want to continue the process. Ryan advises students on this next step based on a variety of factors. “Does the student have 
a strong desire to learn or have a strong curiosity in a certain field? For some students, it is the next right step. For some, they could 
benefit from working for the next three or four years before considering it.”

4. Schedule informational interviews.
Not all interviews are about landing the job, an informational interview is a focused meeting designed to help you get an insider’s view 
on a particular career. On its website, Otterbein has a sample email (www.otterbein.edu/) that you can tailor to request a meeting. The 
form states, “To find a working professional, check with your advisor or a faculty member in your department. Professional organiza-
tions, organizational directories, company websites, local business newspaper articles and classroom guest speakers are also good 
resources.” Ask people you already know, like friends, pastors and relatives if you can meet with them or if they know someone who is 
already established in your chosen field.

5. Build your skills.
Ryan says regardless of your major, there are certain skills that every employer requires. Focus on communication, creativity, problem-
solving and analytical skills. Think of examples when you’ve used those and don’t be afraid to shine a light on them during an interview.

Remember, too, that there are benefits to attending a United Methodist-related school. “It’s the values education,” said Ryan. “It’s wo-
ven throughout the curriculum. You’re going to be able to solve problems in a humane context, and that’s important in this world.”
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Save the Date  |  Announcements

Live Streaming: 50th Anniversary of Freedom Summer Murders Commemoration
On Sunday, June 15, at 3:00 p.m., the historic Mt. Zion United Methodist Church will hold a special service to commemorate the 50th 
anniversary of the murders of civil rights workers James Chaney, Andrew Goodman and Michael Schwerner. In June 1964, a tragic 
chain of events visited Mississippi. Mt. Zion, which was burned down, was in many ways the epicenter of it all.

Chaney, Goodman and Schwerner were arrested after visiting members of Mt. Zion, whose church had been burned down by a group 
looking for Chaney and Schwerner.   

“We’re commemorating their sacrifice,” said Rev. Peggy Gibson, pastor of Mt. Zion. “The historic location of our church, the significance 
of its destruction and rebuilding and the mark of fifty years’ passage make this the perfect time and place for us to commemorate the 
work that James Chaney, Andrew Goodman and Michael Schwerner did and made possible.”   

Representatives of each victim’s family will attend:  Julia Chaney Moss, sister of James Chaney; David Goodman, Andrew Goodman’s 
brother; and Rita Bender, widow of Michael Schwerner.

Gibson stressed the momentum motivated by the killings when 1,000 committed young people entered Mississippi to conduct voter 
registration drives and set up freedom schools. The Civil Rights Act of 1964 was signed into law less than two weeks after the three 
men disappeared.

A live stream of the service, can be viewed at www.youtube.com/watch?v=ci45-kBAnls.  

Didn’t Get to Buy a T-shirt at Annual Conference? 

The POWER of We t-shirts can still be purchased at the conference office located at 320 Briarwood Drive in Jack-
son. Shirts are $16 and are available in medium, large, extra-large and double extra-large sizes. There are very 
few mediums and larges left so don’t delay! Only cash and checks will be accepted as payment. Shirts will not be 
shipped and can only be bought at the conference office.

Vacation Bible School Resources
Get the free complete hunger focused vacation Bible school curriculum from the Society of St. Andrew.

The following two options are available for order or download:
• Supplement - to add a missions component to your existing VBS program
• Complete Program - a hunger ministry oriented VBS program

For more information, go to www.endhunger.org/vbs.htm.

Vegetable Bars  
2 packages of crescent rolls
2 (3 ounces) packages of cream cheese
1 package of regular Hidden Valley Ranch dressing
1 cup of mayonnaise
¾ cup of tomatoes
¾ cup of broccoli
¾ cup carrots
¾ cup of cauliflower
¾ cup of onions
¾ cup shredded cheese

Preheat oven to 350 degrees. Press crescent rolls into a large cookie sheet and bake 10 minutes at 350 degrees. Cool. Mix together 
cream cheese, dressing and mayonnaise; spread over crust. Sprinkle vegetables (chopped fine) over mixture and top with shredded 
cheese. Chill, then cut into bars. Very good.

— Ruie McKee, from “Loaves and Fishes,” a collection of favorites  from St. Paul UMC in Ocean Springs, Mississippi

Have a recipe that is too good to keep to yourself? Share it with our Circuit Rider readers. Email your favorite recipes to 
news@mississippi-umc.org.

Methodist Tested Recipes
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As a courtesy to the Mississippi Annual Conference, job announcements from across the United Methodist connection are featured in 
The Circuit Rider. To submit an employment notice, send an email to news@mississipppi-umc.org.  Postings are not guaranteed to 
appear more than once in this newsletter. Read a description of job opening(s) listed below.

• Part-time Administrative Assistant to Music and Worship Arts – Galloway Memorial UMC 

305 North Congress Street  |  Jackson, Mississippi 39202

Galloway Memorial United Methodist Church is seeking a part-time administrative assistant to Music and Worship Arts.

Strong administrative skills with a working knowledge of computers and software applications including Microsoft Office Applications. Ad-
vanced verbal and written communications skills, capable of exercising independent decision-making and problem solving skills with ability to 
manage multiple priorities.  

In addition to training and education, the position requires the spiritual gift of administration, patience, flexibility and honesty.  Must be capable 
of concurrently working independently as well as being a participant in a team.

Galloway Memorial United Methodist Church is an Equal Opportunity Employer.

Please send resumes and cover letters to:   

Galloway Memorial United Methodist Church, Attn:  Sherry Russum, Executive Administrator, P.O. Box 1092, Jackson, MS 39215

Or Email to:  Srussum@gallowayumc.org

Employment 

Stay Connected

www.facebook.com/pages/The-Mississippi-United-Methodist-Conference/436491529732524

https://twitter.com/Mississippi_UMC

www.youtube.com/channel/UCSRtxv_Kix8IbYuHKRMLIjg

www.flickr.com/photos/119483421@N02/

Stay Connected with ConnecTText
Mississippi United Methodists with the ability to receive text messaging via phone are encouraged to sign up for ConnecTText. 
The service is another option for people to stay informed about important dates and other conference happenings.

To sign up for ConnecTText:
1. Remember, you must have the ability to get text messages on your phone.
2. From your mobile phone, text the letters ‘MSUMC’ to the number 95577 and press send.
3. Wait a few seconds for a confirmation text and you’re connected!

Mississippi Conference’s Mobile App—MY MSUMC 
MY MSUMC—the Mississippi Conference of The United Methodist Church’s official mobile app—is available at no cost on all iPhone, 
Android, Galaxy and Blackberry phones and their corresponding pads and tablets.

MY MSUMC allows easy access to the latest conference events, local UM news and The Circuit Rider. The MY MSUMC app presents 
users with a unique opportunity to interact with the conference by submitting prayer requests, recording audio of personal testimonies 
and posting comments via facebook and twitter. Plus, the ‘Our Districts’ feature shows a comprehensive list of district contact informa-
tion and even directions from the user’s current location—all from a mobile smart phone or tablet device.

Feel free to leave a comment about the app on the Mississippi United Methodist Conference facebook and twitter pages.


